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Dear Representative:

Each year visitors to [state’s] national parks spend more than $XXX in local gateway communities but this vital tourism segment is threatened by the backlog of deferred maintenance on the national parks, which is currently estimated to cost $11.6 billion to address nationally. In [state], the estimated maintenance backlog is $XX million.   The growing list of infrastructure repairs threatens access to the parks and the ability to deliver exceptional travel experiences.

The backlog includes everything from crumbling roads and bridges, deteriorating campground facilities, neglected historic buildings and landmarks, degraded electrical and waste water systems, eroding trails, and more.

[State’s national park] units are a significant part of the state’s vibrant tourism economy. Gateway communities and transportation hubs benefited from the almost XX  million park visitors from around the world that visited the national park sites in the state. Those visitors spent $XXX in the gateway communities neighboring these national parks, supporting over XXXX jobs.

 The bipartisan National Park Service Legacy Act (HR 2584) would provide NPS with dedicated funding to draw down on the backlog, which will keep our parks safe and accessible for visitors. I encourage you to support [state’s] national parks by co-sponsoring the National Park Service Legacy Act.

With warmest regards,
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